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User guide – How to replicate tables and figures in Okun’s Law: Fit at 50?
Contact: Nathalie Gonzalez
Email: fgonzalezprieto@imf.org

Description: The folder that contains this file (the Main folder) contains the Stata programs and data necessary to replicate the tables and figures in the paper as well as the estimations made in the background that are mentioned in the main body of the paper.
Basic Structure:  The are three subfolders 
· Data: contains the basic data needed to replicate the tables. Sometimes the programs will generate dataset and those intermediate databases will be store here as well. The essential data is read only to prevent undesired changes.
· Outputs: [initially empty] This folder is going to contain the tables and figures after you run.
· Do-files: This folder has three subfolders:
· Data: contains the programs that starting from the raw data in excel build the main databases, these databases as well as the intermediate ones are stored in the Data folder.
· Other: Miscellaneous do files used to get numbers/graphs reported in the paper or in the letter to the editors that are not contained in the tables and figures do files. 
· TableAndFigures:  contains the Stata do-files by table/figure to replicate the ones in the paper.
Getting started- producing all tables and figures
To replicate the outputs, you will be using the Stata do-files located in the Do-files folder. In general, those do-files will read the datasets in the Data folder and produce intermediate datasets and/or figures or tables, stored in the Outputs folder.
A.MAIN_DRIVER.do allows you to run all the Figures and tables, you only need to copy and paste the location of the main folder ( the folder containing the Data, Outputs and Do-files folders)
If you run this dofile you will find all the tables and figures in the Outputs folder[footnoteRef:1].  [1:  Table 6 has two output files.  In order to replicate the table in the paper you can copy the Adjusted R2 from the Table6_AdjR2 file to the designated row in the Table_6 file.] 


Generating a specific table or figure
If you are interested in generating one specific table or figure you can directly open the dofile that correspond to that item. To run an individual do file, you’ll need to add the main directory path. This means copy and paste the following line at the beginning of the specific dofile (global main = “[INCLUDE HERE THE LOCATION OF THE MAIN FOLDER]”)
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Data Source and Notes

Data CountriesDescription Source Notes

GDP US Real Gross Domestic 

Product

U.S. Department of 

Commerce: Buraeau 

of Economic Analysis

UR US Civilian Unemployment 

rate (percent)

U.S. Department of 

Commerce: Buraeau 

of Economic Analysis

E US Civilian employment 

(thousands of persons)

U.S. Department of 

Commerce: Buraeau 

of Economic Analysis

GDP

OECD

1 Gross domestic 

product, volume, 

market prices (in local 

currency units)

OECD Economic 

Outlook, No. 93 - June 

2013.

German data for 1980-90 period include only Former Federal Republic of 

Germany from OECD Analytical Database, April 2013. Using backward ratio 

splicing this data are spliced to the main series for Germany published in 

OECD Economic Outlook, No. 93-June 2013. 

Similarly, data for Ireland between 1980-89 period are from OECD Analytical 

Database, April 2013, and using backwards ratio splicing these series are 

spliced to the main series for GDP published in OECD Economic Outlook, 

No. 93-June 2013.  

UR

OECD

1 Unemployment rate 

(percent)

OECD Economic 

Outlook, No. 93 - June 

2013.

German data for 1980-91 period include only Former Federal Republic of 

Germany. Data for 1991 is from OECD Main Economic Indicators database, 

1980-90 are from OECD Analytical Database, April 2013. Data for 1980-91 

period are spliced to the data for later periods using butt splicing.  

Similarly, data for Ireland between 1980-89 period are from OECD Analytical 

Database, April 2013 and using butt splicing these series are spliced to the 

data for later periods using butt splicing.  

Note: Data from the Bureau of Economic Analysis was downloaded from St. Louis Fed, FRED website. 

1) This dataset includes 20 advanced OECD economies: Austria Belgium Canada Denmark Finland France Germany Ireland Italy Japan 

Netherlands New Zealand Norway Portugal Spain Sweden Switzerland United Kingdom United States.


